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Department of Marketing
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Washington,
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20250

The Food Defect Action Levels

The food defect action levels contained in this list
are set on the basis of no hazard to health. Any
products that might be harmful to consumers are
acted against on the basis of their hazard to health,
whether or not they exceed the action levels. In
addition, poor manufacturing practices by a
manufacturer will result in regulatory action,
whether the product is above or below the defect
level.

The action levels are set because it is not now
possible, and never has been possible, to grow in

PRODUCT DEFECT
ASPARAGUS, CANNED Insect filth
OR FROZEN

Insects

BROCCOLI, FROZEN
BRUSESL SPROUTS, FROZEN

Insects

SPINACH, CANNED OR FROZEN

Insects and mites

Insects and mites

open fields, harvest, and process crops that are
totally free of natural defects.

The alternative to establishing natural defect levels
in some foods would be to insist on increased
utilization of chemical substances to control insects,
rodents, and other natural contaminants. The
alternative is not satisfactory because of the very
real danger of exposing consumers to potential
hazards from residues of these chemicals, as
opposed to the aesthetically unpleasant, but
harmless natural and unavoidable defects.

ACTION LEVEL

10% by count of spears or pieces
are insested with 6 or more attached
asparagus beatle eggs and/or sacs.

Asparagus contains an average of

40 or more thrips per 100 grams

or )

If insects (whole or equivalent) of any size
average 5 or more per 100 grams

or

If insects {whole or equivalent) of 3 mm or
longer have an average aggregate lenght of 7
mm or longer per 100 grams of asparagus.

average of 60 aphids, thrips, and/or mites per
100 grams

Average of more than 30 aphids and/or thrips
per 100 grams.

Average of 50 aphids, thrips, and/or mites per
100 grams

or

2 or more 3 mm larvae and/or larval
fragments of spinach worms (caterpillars)
whose aggregate length exceeds 12 mm are
present in 24 pounds

or

Leaf miners of any size average 8 per 100
grams or leaf miners 3 mm or longer average
4 per 100 grams

5w MRYIT NN DMmwm DIRsp MY praRa mxbpnn Twn Sw men o 3

100-5 DM 60 P2 072 100-5 DIPIN 40 DIBOXA P Sw BYA RN WP MY
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